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Thanks for Chick-fil-a customers and Family Life Radio listeners. 
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Special THANKS to the 

Hope Christian 

Academy Junior Class 

members of the 

National Honor Society 

who baked all the 

cookies for the party! 
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Christmas Shopping 
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Face Painting 
Angel decorating 
Cookie decorating 

Ojos 
New Friends 

FUN 
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ANGELS Everywhere! 
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Precious Angels 
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Thank You       

Hope Volunteers!!! 
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Many of the Hope Christian Academy Volunteers 
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The Staff, Board & regular Volunteers of 

Wings For LIFE International  

who were at the party would like to wish you all a 

Merry Christmas & a Happy New Year! 
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Wings 22nd Annual Christmas Party 
Comments 
12-10-16 
Church of the Risen Savior 
Albuquerque, NM 
 
The 22nd Annual Wings Christmas Party was held at Church of the Risen Savior Catholic Church.  
Literally thousands of gifts were given to Wings by anonymous donors, Chick-fil-a patrons, Family 
Life Radio listeners, and the staff at the New Mexico Corrections Department Santa Fe 
headquarters.  We are so grateful to these businesses/organizations for their continued support 
and lovely gifts. Wings staff and some volunteers went into the parish hall on Friday and 
arranged all the beautiful gifts in a special area where only the parents got to pick out gifts, and 
the children didn’t know they were there. 
 
On the day of the party over 40 National Honors Society students from Hope Christian Academy, 
Wings staff, and dozens of Wings’ volunteers set up for the party.  Undecorated cookies were 
put on plates for the children to decorate with frosting and sprinkles.  We are SO grateful to all 
the cookie bakers.  The cookies are not only delicious, but every cookie is prayed over and 
blessed, which gives them that extra special taste! Small notebooks were out for the children to 
decorate and make their own.  Hope Christian Academy provided angel ornaments which the 
children could design.  Beautiful ojos were also made out of yarn.  (God’s eyes that become tree 
ornaments.) 
 
Bags of placemats, cups, napkins and pencils were prepared for each group of 10 people, as 
were bags of “junk” including old wrapping paper, ribbon, tinsel, and paper plates, to decorate 
one person at each table as a “Human Angel”.   
 
Soon the social hall was ready and guests began arriving.  Ann Edenfield Sweet, Wings founder 
and Executive Director, led the group in mixers.  People were talking to one another, laughing, 
learning one other’s family Christmas traditions, and celebrating the season. 
 
The party started promptly at 1:00 in prayer, and then Don Shapiro, Wings Board Chairman, 
played his guitar and led the singing.  Everyone joined in on the carols, with children and Hope 
students up front leading the group.  Percussion instruments were distributed to everyone, and the 
music, laughter, and many various sounds filled the air.  What a fun, wonderful time everyone 
had singing favorite and treasured Christmas carols. 
 
Next the social hall was transformed into a Live Nativity.  Mary, Joseph, and baby Jesus were 
chosen and dressed in costume.  Next shepherds and “little sheep” (all the younger boys) were 
outfitted.  The girls were angels.  We also had male and female “wise people”.  One of the two 
rules at a Wings Family Day is that “everyone participates”, so everyone in the audience became 
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“twinkling stars” and “angels” who sang out Alleluia.  (The only other rule is that everyone is 
treated as a Child of God.) 
 
Everyone participated in the Live Nativity; the story of the birth of Jesus.  Although there were a 
lot of smiles and fun, participating in the story allowed participants to actually think through how 
it must have been 2,000 years ago.  It was a very meaningful Bible drama and helped us to 
focus on why Jesus’ birth is so important to us today. 
 
Next the children went to do crafts.  Volunteers were there to assist as needed, and everyone 
loved decorating the cookies, making a special Christmas ornament, making ojos to decorate their 
own tree, making personal notebooks, and making cards with nativity stickers and scenes.   
 
While the children were making crafts, Ann and Wings staff led the adults to the “gift area”.  
Adult family members lined up numerically according to when they arrived.  Each adult was given 
one ticket for each child they brought.  Ann explained that each person would enter the room, 
pick out a gift, and turn a ticket into a Wings volunteer.  They put their gift in a large trash bag 
so the children wouldn’t see the gifts.  The adults kept picking out gifts until all the gifts were 
gone.  The adults then took their bag of gifts to their cars so the children didn’t know they had 
received any gifts. 
 
The craft tables were soon cleaned off and the social hall was turned into a dining room. Servers 
were picked and each table received a large box of pizza, huge platter of cookies, and crystal 
light lemonade.  Discussion leaders at each table got everyone involved in discussing the party, 
their personal family Christmas traditions, and people got to know one another.  The food and 
tables were cleaned up, and then the final part of the party took place. 
 
An individual from each table whose birthday was closest to Dec. 10 was picked to be the 
“Angel”.  The bag of “junk” was used to decorate the most beautiful angels and soon there was a 
room of angels, all sizes, and everyone again sang out, “Alleluia”.  “Alleluia”.  Laughter filled the 
room and everyone had experienced an early Christmas. 
 
The tables and chairs were reset for future church needs and then everyone formed a huge circle 
around the room.  Doug Sweet closed the Christmas Party in prayer, reminding us of how blessed 
we were to be celebrating the Birth of Jesus and to join together in such a powerful way.   
 
Ann also thanked all the volunteers who helped, the people who provided all the gifts, and the 
Junior Class Hope Christian Academy National Honor students who baked all the cookies.  Special 
thanks also was given to Hugs the Clown and her friend who face painted all the children’s faces 
and also created animal balloons for the children  The children were so excited about the face 
painting and the balloons. 
 
The following comments came from the participants and their words describe how meaningful the 
Christmas Party was for everyone.  Duplicate comments were not repeated.  
 
I came to the Wings Christmas Party today because: 

1. I came to the party so that we can all benefit from all the nice things that people do. 
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2. I love these events. 
3. As a service project with my school. 
4. I am a church volunteer. 
5. I wanted to help teach the kids what a Christmas is truly about. 
6. I wanted to show my daughter what Christmas is about. 
7. Because I came with my mom. 
8. To see friends. 
9. I love people. 
10. I work with WFL on Monday nights tutoring the children so I thought it would be fun to 

attend a family Christmas party. 
11.  This is the first Wings Party I have attended. Free pizza. 
12. I was invited by them, (from attending other meetings.) 
13. My school volunteered for a service project. 
14. NHS service hours with Hope Christian High School. 
15. My school volunteered for a service project. 
16. To learn about God. 
17. I am a new member to this community and was blessed with the Word to attend. 
18. I wanted gifts and pizza. 
19. To learn about God. 
20. Wanted my kids to be more involved. 
21. My mom said to come and God. 
22. I was invited. 
23. I’m new in town and was invited. 
24. We were invited by Gale. 
25. Because I was invited. 
26. I like to support the program. 
27. Support and celebrate the Wings community. 
28. I missed everyone.  I’ve been sick and haven’t been able to come on Monday.  This way I 

get to see “everyone” at one time. 
29. I enjoy coming every year.  Always nice meeting new people. 
30. To enjoy the day with friends. 
31. It is a special occasion. 
32. The pizza. 
33. To meet new friends. 
34. Bring my family to enjoy something. 
35. To make new friends. 
36. To party with friends. 
37. I was drafted by fiancé. 
38. I wanted to bring my kids to learn about what Christmas is really about. 
39. To hang out with family and friends. 
40. Of the gifts for the children and to experience something different. 
41. I wanted to be with my family. 
42. My sister works here. 
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43. My aunt told me. 
44. I was told it was a great place to learn things. 
45. I was with someone that was going. 
46. I was invited. 
47. Because of the presents. 
48. I want to be more active in the Wings program. 
49. I was invited to this party. 
50. I think Wings is a great organization. 
51. Because my mom told me to. 
52. Hope to volunteer. 
53. I enjoy Wings. 
54. I was invited and my grandmother loves to come. 
55. I was invited by a volunteer and also wanted holiday/Christmas fellowship. 
56. I was invited. 
57. To bring my grandkids to the party. 
58. I like you. 
59. I wanted to participate helping out the community by offering free phones. 
60. It was my mom’s idea. 
61. I wanted to help. 
62. Christmas is my favorite holiday and NHS service project. 
63. NHS service project. 
64. I wanted to bring my granddaughter. 
65. I wanted to know God and have a party for him. 
66. To not be bored. 
67. Service opportunities are my favorite because I like learning about people. 
68. To help and have fun meeting new people and helping the families. 
69. I was invited by a friend. 
70. I was called by Christ. 
71. I was invited by a friend. 
72. Because I’m a church person. 
73. Because my mom made me. 
74. To meet other people. 
75. I was invited and wanted to interact with the community. 
76. I am with Hope Christian School. 
77. I wanted to join and bring my ministry. 
78. Celebrate Christmas to have fun. 
79. I got to come volunteer through school. 

The highlights of the party for me were: 
1. Being around good people without the worry of influence (bad) and I have presents for 

the kids now thank God. 
2. Everything was nice. 
3. Meeting new kids and helping them with crafts and eating with them. 
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4. Hanging out with the kids and their families. 
5. Interacting with the kids and making their day better. 
6. About God. 
7. The food. 
8. Everybody. 
9. Cool kids. 
10. The surprise of getting gifts for my children. 
11. Free pizza. 
12. When they had the play.  
13. The crafts. 
14. Working with kids. 
15. Arts and crafts. 
16. Eating. 
17. To see my children smile and have a good time. 
18. Pizza. 
19. The play. 
20. Eating. 
21. Arts and crafts. 
22. Songs in the beginning.  Presents for the kids. 
23. Watching the kids doing arts and crafts. 
24. The art stations. 
25. Arts and crafts, decorating journals, and making ojos. 
26. Doing crafts and meeting new people. 
27. Meet with the families. 
28. Just being together. 
29. The Christmas gifts. 
30. Singing and meeting people. 
31. Live nativity scene. 
32. We get to make things. 
33. Singing and being part of the cookie decorating. 
34. The family of God. 
35. The polite people. 
36. Having my two daughters, granddaughter, and grandson. 
37. The play where everyone participated. 
38. Gifts, food, and learning fun activities. 
39. The play and the family mealtime. 
40. Being with family. 
41. The activities with kids and seeing everyone enjoying each other’s company. 
42. Making ojos. 
43. The story and play about the birth of Jesus. 
44. Making my book. 
45. Everybody talking together. 
46. Pizza. 
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47. The Christmas pageant. 
48. The story of the Lord. 
49. Making the ojos or God’s eyes. 
50. Face painting and the books. 
51. Interacting with the kids. 
52. Crafts. 
53. Everybody participated in the Christmas story and all the activities. 
54. All the crafts and fun for the kids to do and all the fellowship in general.  The gift line was 

a wonderful thing!! 
55. I liked the play.  Everybody at play in the birthday of Jesus Christ.  Amen.  Happy 

birthday Jesus. 
56. The play. 
57. I think the whole party was the highlight. 
58. Arts and crafts, seeing parents interact with their children. 
59. Eating. 
60. The pageants. 
61. Making cookies. 
62. Making books with the kids. 
63. The Christmas pageant. 
64. Seeing the little kids. 
65. Being able to play with the kids so their parents could get presents to surprise them and 

meeting new people. 
66. The balloons. 
67. Meeting new friends. 
68. The fact everyone got together as a community to celebrate Jesus. 
69. When my face painter messed up. 
70. Balloon animals. 
71. Able to talk to, and know new people. 
72. Getting to know the people of the community. 
73. Sitting with two different families for dinner. 
74. Decorating cookies with the children. 
75. The cheer.  Everyone coming together.  Fellowship gifts. 
76. The play. 
77. Getting to make crafts and cookies. 

 
I appreciate the Bibles, Guideposts Magazines, 1687 Foundation 
books, the delicious homemade cookies, all the lovely Christmas gifts, 
and I want to tell them thanks and: 

1. Keep up the good work, it has really made a huge impact on my family. 
2. Thank you. 
3. I am so grateful for them for helping these people out. 
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4. Merry Christmas. 
5. You’re making a difference in the kid’s lives and holiday happiness. 
6. Have a good Christmas. 
7. Merry Christmas. 
8. I was not expecting gifts for my children. 
9. We appreciate everything you do for us.  Thank you. 
10. We appreciate all they do for the kids. 
11. That was a nice gesture. 
12. We appreciate all your hard work and dedication. 
13. Thank you and I will read them. 
14. May they be blessed.  Thank you for all.  The look on my children’s faces was priceless. 
15. I will read the books you gave me. 
16. I will be reading with my kids all the time. 
17. Thank you and I will read them. 
18. The party was great. 
19. God bless you all and you’re families. 
20. Merry Christmas. 
21. It was a great time, and I especially enjoyed the food. 
22. May God bless them. 
23. Thanks for blessing the world. 
24. Thanks for everything.  God bless you always. 
25. Thank you so much. 
26. May God bless you. 
27. To have a safe Christmas and a Happy New Year. 
28. You’re welcome. 
29. I wish to thank everyone. 
30. May God bless you. 
31. I am thankful these are available for our guests. 
32. Have a good Christmas. 
33. This will allow me closer bonding as a family.  I will now be able to read the bible with 

loved ones. 
34. Thank you for everything. 
35. You’re welcome. 
36. Thank you. 
37. I said thank you for all of the books, and magazines etc.  May God bless everyone. 
38. God bless you. 
39. May God be with you and thank you so much. 
40. Have a Merry Christmas. 
41. Your work is important, relevant and life-saving. Thanks. 
42. I do appreciate the bible. 
43. All of you do wonderful work. 
44. Books!!! 
45. This organization is amazing in what they are doing. 
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46. You are great----heads up.  I sure love you. 
47. Thank you and God bless each one for what they do in all the events that are done. 
48. Thank you for having this type of gathering for Christmas.  It is so very needed these days 

and so very appreciated as well. 
49. Thank God for all our blessings. 
50. God bless you. 
51. Thank you. 
52. God bless. 
53. What a blessing this was for me to get gifts for my grandchild and for her to do all the 

activities. 
54. I love you. 
55. This was a good opportunity. 
56. I appreciate them a lot and this was a great opportunity. 
57. God bless them all.  Happy Holidays. 
58. Everything is greatly appreciated. 
59. God bless. 
60. I hope the holidays go good and safe for everyone and their families. 
61. Merry Christmas. 
62. Thank you for being such a blessing.  May God continue to bless a growing ministry. 
63. Keep them coming. 
64. I love everything they are doing for these families. 
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